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Before 1880 
1836 

june 12, 1838 

january, 1846 

December 28, 1846 

1856 

january 20, 1857 

February 16, 1857 

September, 1861 

1865 

1867 

january 25, 1879 

1880-1889 

First enduring college of the Disciples of Christ is 
established in Georgetown, Kentucky . Today it is Tran­
sylvania University in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Iowa becomes a territory; Robert Lucas appointed gover­
nor. 

Polk County is established and named for President 
James K. Polk. 

Iowa is admitted to the Union. 

Disciples churches in Iowa decide to sponsor a Christian 
college. 

Disciples incorporate Oskaloosa College and begin plans 
for a new campus. 

Fort Des Moines formally becomes City of Des Moines . 

George and William Carpenter, Disciples ministers, move 
to Oskaloosa to take charge of the new college. They begin 
a primary school. The following year a preparatory school 
is added. In 1863 the school becomes a college and 
George T. Carpenter is named president in 1864. 

Iowa population reaches approximately 250,000. 

Construction of the first building is completed on the 
Oskaloosa College campus. 

George A. Jewett, benefactor of Oskaloosa College, sug­
gests the College be moved to Des Moines as financial pres­
sures mount. 

The American National Red Cross is founded by Clara Barton. President Garfield is 
shot and dies two months later. Vice President Chester A. Arthur assumes the 
presidency. Jesse James is killed by a member of his own gang in St. Joseph, Mis­
souri. Buffalo Bill Cody launches his "Wild West" show in Omaha, Nebraska. Mark 
Twain's The Adventures oj Huckleberry Finn .is published. Grover Cleveland is 
elected the first Democratic president in nearly 25 years. The Statue of Liberty, a gift 
from France, arrives in New York City. The Interstate Commerce Act, the first 
Federal measure regulating big business , is passed by Congress. Benjamin Harrison 
is elected president. 

1880 Population of Des Moines reaches 22 ,408. 

Literary societies started in Oskaloosa. 

Des Moines became the state capital in 1857. 

115 



October, 1880 

February 24, 1881 

March 20, 1881 

April 12, 1881 

May 7,1881 

June 28, 1881 

Summer, 1881 

September 20, 1881 

1882 

Program cover from 1884. 

January , 1882 

May, 1882 

Fall, 1882 

1883 

September 18,1883 

September, 1883 

November, 1884 
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Professors Bottenfield, Macy and Shepperd resign from 
Oskaloosa College where they are refused salaries of more 
than $300 a year. Their plight focuses the school's financial 
crisis. 

General Francis Marion Drake gives $20,000 to move 
Oskaloosa College and stimulates the decision to name the 
new school Drake University . 

George Carpenter reputedly climbs an elm to survey the 
countryside northwest of Des Moines . Legend credits this 
act with the selection of the site for Drake University. 

University Land Company is organized. 

Articles of Incorporation are filed for Drake Universi ty . 

First meeting of the Board of Trustees of Drake University. 

Students ' Home is hastily built. It houses the University 
for the next two years. 

First registration includes 77 students. George Carpenter 
begins the University'S initial year as president. 

George Thomas Carpenter is named first chancellor of 
Drake University -the chief executive ' s title would not 
again be president until 1902-03. 

Iowa Eclectic Medical College affiliates with Drake . 

First commencement is held at Drake University . The first 
graduate is named James E . Denton, who received the 
B.D. degree . By the close of the first year, enrollment 
reaches 270. 

First Drake campus publication, the Drake Index, is issued 
under faculty guidance. 

University Place becomes an incorporated town . 

Initial permanent Drake building, now called Old Main , is 
dedicated. Its value is placed at $32,000. 

Splitting into two schools , Iowa Medical College (Eclectic) 
agrees to operate as part of Drake University . King Eclec­
tic Medical College becomes independent. The contract 
with Iowa Medical College is terminated on March 15, 
1887, when the College of Physicians and Surgeons af­
filiates with the University . 

Drake Delphic, a literary magazine , is published. It 
becomes the student newspaper in 1903. 



May, 1885 

November 27,1885 

May, 1886 

September, 1886 

June 24, 1888 

Fall, 1888 

Spring, 1889 

September, 1889 

1889 

1890-1899 

First intercollegiate game sees Drake beat Simpson in 
baseball I I to 7. 

Flunk Day, later called Skip Day , begins a tradition at 
Drake. 

First Drake University alumni banquet is held . 

Latin is dropped as a requirement for graduation fro m the 
Literary and Art Department. 

300 members of Central Christian Church create University 
Place congregation. 

Drake annexes Callanan College for Women located at 12th 
Street and Pleasant Avenue. It is the foreru nner of Drake ' s 
College of Education . Other colleges that date their origin 
to 1888 are the Bible College (later the Divinity School) and 
the Musical College (to become the College of Fine Arts) . 
The Literary and Art Department changes its name to the 
College of Letters and Science. 

Municipal electric service reaches University Place. 

Cornerstone is laid for University Place Christian Chapel at 
25th and University A venue. 

Barton Aylesworth becomes president under Chancellor 
Carpenter. 

The massacre of more than 200 Sioux Indians at Wounded Knee closes the history of 
Indian wars in America. Grover Cleveland is re-elected president. A nationwide 
financ ial panic prefaces a world-wide depression . The Olympic games are revived af­
ter 1,500 years. The X-ray is discovered by Wilhelm Roentgen . William McKinley 
becomes president. Radium is discovered by the Curies . The sinking of the battleship 
Maine leads to the Spanish-American War. Hawaii is annexed. China experi-
ences the Boxer Rebellion. ' 

1890 

1891 

September, 1892 

Population of Des Moines is 50,093 . Boundaries of the city 
are expanded to include 55.1 square miles or 35 ,264 acres. 
University Place and North Des Moines are annexed by the 
City. First Drake annual is published under the title of The 
Ekard. Work begins on the Science Hal1 near 27th and 
Universi ty. 

First Drake field meet features a bicycle race . 

College of Oratory is added to Drake, offering a two-year 
course with the B.O. degree (bachelor of oratory) . 

Title page from 1890Ekard. 

Dra~€ U T)iv€rs ity 

l'\JufT)T) i 5 aT)qu€t. 

~ 
S~\\'cry IIouse. 
Thursday Evening, 
dune 16. 1892. 

Program for early alumni banquet. 
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AJUmi Association of Drdkc Univc:rsity. 

/~~~ .. 
.... --. .... ~s.a...,., 

~--

1892 alumni recordfrom Chancellor 
Carpenter 's son. 

Cross country runners used street clothes in 
1900. 

'IXTH A~SI\,E\tS.\UY 

~] J J)]] J TI]'>-~ 1l"flJfd ~~ 
~oP~ 

DRAKE UNIVERSITY, 
C OI.LEG E C tlA..l"EL, E'JUDAY' J;;VE. 

PiMI" 1)<1<1.-" Th""'>and Ilnd one night Wlllt:t~ , St1'tUfll 

Or;o.tio.', • 

1I1''i'ias WIl .. <';()N ANI) JOHN~ON. 

INVOCATION . 

.. The Nc:'" Kingdom:' 
ALICE WILSON 

... " Incidenu." 
C ~.LLA 111 LEE, Ah~, lo.va. 

1)e,:I"m .. ti n, "I..Iuca." 
W ). KELLY. Ne .... tOll. 10 ..... 

l'iano "'ulv,-" Sound. ("Or Love,·'. . , , . . • • • •• , • OIU" 
E~IMA W ILSOS 

, ••• "TheSociai Prohlem of To..oay." 
:s G. RICH,\RO"'ON, Le....u., 10""a 

R«,t:l.t'''II. . .. Lin~oln'5 ~t Drc;am," 

Vi·.., ..... '. 

f-:VA T CAM PDELL, Campbell, loW:t.-

. .. , ...... . 
!'ohss COlllPTON 

.. The P~lIt Age" 
J E NORTHUP, ~klboufllC. Iowa, 

J . W. "\V I LSON, Pre&. 

Program from 1887. 
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May, 1893 

August 5, 1893 

1893 

Spring, 1894 

Fall,1894 

May, 1894 

1895 

January 16,1896 

September, 1896 

Fall, 1896 

April 15, 1897 

Apri123, 1897 

June 9,1898 

1900-1909 

Science Hall, renamed Sage Hall in 1913, is essentially 
completed. This building is razed in 1949. 

Chancellor Carpenter dies. Barton O. Aylesworth is recog­
nized as Drake' s second chief executive. He assumes the 
chancellor's duties, but keeps the title of president. 

Drake organizes its athletic program and enters intercol­
legiate competition. Awarding ofthe "D" soon follows. 

Blue and white are informally selected as school colors. 
They are officially recognized in 1897. 

Physical education classes begin at Drake; women are as­
sessed a fee of $l.and men a fee of $1 .50 per term . 

Students' Home, together with two lots south of University 
Avenue, are sold for $2,000. 

City services become available to the residents of U niver­
sity Place. Sewers are extended onto the campus grounds . 

Francis Marion Drake is inaugurated governor of Iowa. 

Drake enrollment passes the 1,000 mark. 

Margaret Fuller Club is established. Recognized today as 
Mortar Board, it is the oldest, independent campus 
organization. 

President Aylesworth resigns. 

William Bayard Craig is named chancellor, the first after a 
four-year vacancy in the office. 

Senior class of the College of Letters and Science dedicates 
a large boulder to the memory of Chancellor Carpenter. It 
is placed at the foot of Chancellor's Elm. 

The Spanish-American War turns America from isolationism and establishes the 
nation as a world power. William McKinley is re-elected president and is assas­
sinated six months after his inauguration. Vice President Theodore Roosevelt as­
sumes the presidency. Orville Wright becomes the first man to fly a heavier-than-air 
machine . Henry Ford organizes the Ford Motor Company. President Roosevelt is 
re-elected. The Russian revolution is crushed by Czar Nicholas II. Earthquake and 
fire destroy much of San Francisco. President Roosevelt becomes the first 
American to win a Nobel Prize. William Howard Taft is elected president. Admiral 
Robert E. Peary leads the first expedition to reach the North Pole. 



1900 

1901 

Spring, 1901 

Fall, 1901 

March, 1902 

Spring, 1902 

August 15, 1902 

September, 1902 

Spring, 1903 

April 22, 1903 

Fall, 1903 

November 20,1903 

January 29, 1904 

September, 1904 

Auditorium is completed on the north side of Old Main. 
The second floor becomes the home of the commercial 
department. The present entrance is also added to Old 
Main. 

Des Moines College of Dental Surgery affiliates with 
Drake. 

First issue of The Quax. which becomes the campus an­
nual, is published. 

Position of dean of women is created. Mary Carpenter. 
daughter of the late chancellor, is the first appointee. 

Iowa College of Law consolidates with the University. 

School of Oratory, once the College of Oratory , is discon­
tinued. 

Chancellor Craig resigns but the Trustees reject his action. 
He is granted a leave of absence in hopes that he would 
reconsider. 

Hill McClelland Bell is named president and acting chan­
cellor of Drake University . The title of chancellor now pas­
ses into disuse and the title of president becomes the desig­
nation for Drake's chief executive. 

Iowa College of Physicians and Surgeons (Drake Medical 
College) relinquishes its equipment and income to the 
University. Faculty appointments are now made by Drake. 
The College of Pharmacy accepts closer administrative ties 
to the University . 

Cornerstone for the building to house the Conservatory of 
Music is laid . Completed by fall , it is named Howard Hall 
in 1905 . 

Drake Delphic becomes a newspaper and Th e Drake. an 
abortive literary magazine , is published until April , 1906. 

General Francis Marion Drake dies at his home in Center­
ville, Iowa. His recorded gifts to the University are 
estimated at more than $232,000. 

Medical Building is dedicated at 405 Center Street. 

Tuition is $54 per year: $19 for the fall quarter, $18 forthe 
winter and $17 for the spring. Elementary school is opened 
by Drake to facilitate practice teaching. The school is 
closed in 1907 when student teaching is moved to the Des 
Moines public schools . 

Track practice in 1902. 
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Tennis anyone? 

. /1: .--!I!,-.~IIIUfl ((',,/. '/,::;,1"" "/ 
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Drake 's silver anniversary in 1906, 

October8,1904 

November 15, 1904 

January, 1905 

1905 

September 28, 1905 

1906 

April9, 1907 

1907 

June 12, 1907 

1908 

February, 1908 

October, 1908 

Fall, 1909 

Dedication of Drake' s first stadium - called Haskins Field 
in honor of the donor, Norman Haskins, and his late son. 

Cole Hall , campus home of the Drake Law College and 
named for its dean, is dedicated . 

President Bell is appointed a trustee of the Carnegie Foun­
dation for the Advancement of Teaching. 

Office of the registrar is created. 

Cornerstone is laid for Memorial Hall which will house the 
Bible College. 

Des Moines College of Dentistry is discontinued. Board of 
... Trustees renews prohibition of fraternities and sororities. 

By 1910 they would be allowed as social clubs only if no 
Greek letter names used, no initiations held and no 
separate houses used. 

Ground is broken for Carnegie Library . It is dedicated on 
June 16, 1908. 

Central heating plant is built at the University to provide 
steam heat for five buildings. It is razed in 1979. 

Drake University Board of Trustees certifies that no 
denominational tests are applied in the selection of 
Trustees , employees or students and that no sectarian cur­
riculum is taught. Drake becomes an independent univer­
sity . 

School of Education, formerly the Normal College, is 
renamed the College of Education. After three years , it 
would become the School of Education within the College 
of Liberal Arts. 

Drakejoins the Missouri Valley Conference. John L. Grif­
fith is the football coach and his pets later stimulate the 
team nickname " Bulldogs. " 

Keokuk Medical College merges with the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons at Drake. With the Medical Col­
lege comes the Keokuk College of Dentistry which moves 
into the quarters vacated by the Des Moines College of 
Dentistry in 1906 . 

Conservatory of Music becomes the College of Fine Arts. 



1910-1919 
New Mexico and Arizonajoin the Union as the 47th and 48th states. The Titanic 
sinks on her maiden voyage losing more than 1,500 lives. Woodrow Wilson is elected 
28th president. Income taxation is created by the 16th amendment. World War I 
begins in Europe. The Panama Canal opens to traffic and President Wilson is re­
elected for a second term. The United States enters World War l. The League of 
Nations is created without America. Prohibition is established by the 18th amend­
ment. 

January 31, 1910 

Apri123, 1910 

Fall,1912 

1913 

January 18, 1914 

Fall,1914 

1915 

April,1917 

April 16, 1918 

September 1, 1918 

1918 

October, 1919 

Formal opening of Alumni Gymnasium. Commonly called 
the Men's Gym until 1927, it becomes the Women's Gym 
when the Fieldhouse is completed. 

First Drake Relays is held in a blizzard. 

Drake calendar leaves the quarter system and moves to use 
of semesters. 

Drake is accredited by the North Central Association of 
Secondary Schools and Colleges . 

American Medical Association reduces the Drake Medical 
College to second rank due to lack of hospital service. As a 
result , the Medical and Dental Colleges are discontinued in 
June. 

School of Education again becomes a separate school and 
returns to the designation of College of Education. 

Department of Commerce and Finance created in College 
of Liberal Arts. 

Drake responds to World War I by replacing women' s 
physical education with Red Cross classes and inaugurating 
a men' s training program under the auspices of the Iowa 
National Guard. 

President Bell resigns and is named president emeritus . 

Arthur Holmes assumes the presidency of Drake Univer­
sity . He is the fifth president - including those called 
chancellor. 

Department of Physical Education is established. 

Separate School of Commerce, Finance and Journalism is 
organized. 

Guards at the 1911 May Festival. 

Home economics about 1900. 

Early University A venue streetcar. 
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Craig House. 

Telescope was moved to the new observatory. 

Serving punch during May Festival. 
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1920-1929 
Women win the right to vote in national elections through the 19th amendment. War­
ren G. Harding is elected president. Mussolini rises to power in Italy . All native-born 
American Indians are made United States citizens by act of Congress. Calvin 
Coolidge becomes president when Harding dies and is re-elected to a full term. John 
T. Scopes is found guilty of teaching evolution in the famous Tennessee " Monkey 
Trial." The first sound motion picture, " The Jazz Singer," starring AI Jolson. opens 
in New York City . Charles A. Lindbergh makes the first solo flight across the Atlan­
tic. Babe Ruth hits a record 60 home runs. Herbert Hoover is elected president , the 
only Iowan to occupy the White House. The stock market crash on October 29, 1929, 
begins the Great American Depression. 

1920 

February, 1920 

February 18, 1920 

June, 1920 

1921 

September, 1921 

May 30, 1922 

September 15, 1922 

1923 

Summer, 1923 

November 1, 1923 

Des Moines passes 100,000 population. Drake enrollment 
exceeds 2.000. 

Craig House, a mini-dormitory and social center for women 
at 27th and University , opens with Mary Carpenter Craig 
running the facility. 

Board of Trustees permits campus fraternities and 
sororities to affiliate with national organizations. 

Des Moines Alumnae Association is organized -largely to 
promote a women's dormitory . 

City of Des Moines gives the Drake Municipal Observatory 
to the University in recognition of the interest and service 
of Professor Daniel Morehouse. It houses the telescope 
originally presented to Drake in 1894 by F . M. Drake. 

Drake tuition is increased to $180 a year. 

Board of Trustees grants President Holmes a year's leave 
and he steps down as president. 

Daniel Morehouse is made acting president of the Univer­
sity. 

Gamma Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa is installed on the 
Drake campus. The College of Law is renamed the Drake 
Law School. The School of Commerce, Finance and Jour­
nalism becomes the College of Commerce and Finance. 

Department of Home Economics in the College of 
Education - dating from 1906 - is discontinued. 

Daniel Walter Morehouse is inaugurated as the sixth 
president of Drake University. 



September, 19i4 

1925 

October 10, 1925 

1926 

January, 1927 

May 9,1927 

1928 

1929 

1930-1939 

First annual Tradition Day attempts to renew school spirit. 

Drake Alma Mater Hymn is published - written by Emma 
J . Scott and Clifford Bloom. 

Present Drake stadium opens with seating for 18,000. 

Department of Journalism is created in the College of 
Liberal Arts replacing the earlier one within the College of 
Commerce, Finance and Journalism . University Christian 
Church builds religious education building. 

Drake Fieldhouse is dedicated and the campus branch of 
the Des Moines Public Library is removed from Carnegie 
Library . 

Board of Trustees agrees to take over Des Moines Univer­
sity. Subsequent protests question agreement and merger 
idea is dropped. 

Graduate Council and Graduate Division are established . 

Drake endowment passes $1 ,000,000. 

" The Star Spangled Banner" is officially adopted as the national anthem. Charles 
Lindbergh , Jr. , is kidnapped and found dead. Franklin D. Roosevelt is elected 
president. When he is inaugurated, almost one-third of the nation ' s labor force is 
unemployed. Adolph Hitler becomes chancellor of Germany. Prohibition is repealed 
and the Social Security Act becomes law. President Roosevelt is re-elected . The Ger­
man dirigible " Hindenburg" explodes on landing in New Jersey. Amelia Earhart 
vanishes on around-the-world flight. Radio production of H. G. Wells ' " War of the 
Worlds," narrated by Orson Welles , panics thousands of listeners who believe an in­
vasion from Mars is underway. Pan American Airways introduces regular passenger 
service to Europe. 

1930 

Summer, 1930 

November 10, 1931 

April24, 1932 

Fall, 1934 

Population of Des Moines reaches 142,550. 

Drake Band tours Europe. 

Drake' s long-awaited women 's dormitory -later to 
become Morehouse Residence Hall- opens for oc­
cupancy. 

Charles S. Medbury , former University chaplain and 
minister of University Christian Church, collapses and dies 
following Sunday worship service . 

Carl Weeks gives his residence, Salisbury House , to the 
University for use as a College of Fine Arts. 

Fieldhouse under construction. 

Modern dance in the 1930 's. 

Morehouse dormitory room. 
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Gay '90s theme at 1936 Homecoming. 

Backstage in the 1940's. 
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1935 

1937 

May, 1937 

Fall,1937 

September, 1939 

1940-1949 

Drake Bulldogs win the Missouri Valley basketball title. 
They win again in 1936 and 1937. 

Drake-Des Moines Symphony is formed at Drake by 
Professor Frank Noyes. 

Ground is broken for Cowles Library . It opens the fol­
lowing year. 

Carillon is given to the University and University Christian 
Church. It is installed at the church. 

Des Moines College of Pharmacy becomes part of the 
University. 

President Roosevelt becomes the first three-term president in the nation's history . 
Japan attacks Pearl Harbor and the United States enters World War II by declaring 
war on Japan. War with Germany and Italy is declared three days later. Rationing of 
food , gasoline and essential materials begins. The first nuclear chain reaction is 
created at the University of Chicago. Franklin Roosevelt, in his fourth presidential 
campaign, defeats Thomas Dewey. After Roosevelt's death, Vice President Harry S. 
Truman assumes the presidency. Three months after Germany surrenders , the 
atomic bomb is dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki ending World War II. The Voice 
of America begins broadcasting to Iron Curtain countries. Truman returns to the 
White House as an elected president. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) is established and the United Nations Charter is ratified by the Senate. 

1940 

January, 1940 

Spring, 1940 

June, 1940 

January 21, 1941 

September, 1941 

October 17, 1941 

1942 

Population of Des Moines totals 159,819. 

Weekly campus assemblies are discontinued. 

Men's dormitory -to be named Jewett Residence Hall and 
Student Union -opens. The union is called The Kennel. 
Skip Day is restricted to once a year. 

Enrollment for 1940-41 totals 2,765. It drops to 1,689 by the 
1943-44 school year. 

President Morehouse dies followed in February by 
Edward C. Lytton, University business manager, and Pro­
fessor Jesse C. Caldwell, former dean of the Bible College. 
These rapid and unexpected deaths shock the campus. 

Des Moines College of Law is purchased by the University 
and night law classes resume . 

Henry Gadd Harmon is inaugurated as the seventh 
president of Drake University. 

Old Main is remodeled. 



November, 1942 

April,1943 

1944 

October, 1945 

1946 

April,1946 

Summer, 1946 

September, 1946 

December, 1946 

February, 1947 

1948 

May, 1948 

1949 

May, 1949 

July, 1949 

Summer, 1949 

Fali,1949 

Women's Auxiliary Army Corps moves on campus. They 
leave for Fort Des Moines in December, 1943. 

Army Air Corps Training Crew comes to Drake . They 
move off campus in June, 1944. 

$10 million expansion campaign is begun; $2 million is 
raised the first year. The University president moves to a 
new residence at 227 Thirty-Seventh Street. Bulldogs cap­
ture the NCAA cross-country crown - winning again in 
1945 and 1946. 

Campus expands from 10.5 acres to 34.3 acres. 

" Temporary" war surplus buildings are acquired to accom­
modate the postwar enrollment boom . They are named 
New York, Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, and In­
diana Halls. 

Trailer camp opens to house flood of married veterans and 
this substantial village - which would reach 178 units at its 
height -lasts until the summer of 1954. 

Community College is formed. It will later become Univer­
sity College. A new wing for the Women's Dormitory is 
completed which doubles its capacity. 

Bible College becomes a graduate school. Its name is 
changed to the Divinity School in 1953. 

Drake purchases the Home for the Aged. 

First Bulldog Tales production. 

Bible College is granted Associate membership in the 
American Association of Theological Schools. 

Enrollment for year totals 5,906. 

Recognition of the Commerce College by the American As­
sociation of Collegiate Schools of Business means every 
college in the University is accredited by its own ac­
crediting agency. 

Enrollment for year totals 6,552. 

Drake acquires full ownership of the Drake Stadium and 
Fieldhouse. 

Harvey Ingham Hall of Science and Fitch Hall of Pharmacy 
are completed-the design of Eliel and Eero Saarinen. 

Drake faculty and staff number 410. 

Bulldogjrom the 1940·s. 

Indiana Hall. upper right. in 1949. 

Off to campus nursery school bejore 
class. 
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New dorm quadrangle in 1950 's. 

Freshmen - complete with "beanies ' '. 
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1950-1959 
The great "Brink's" robbery in Boston nets $2,775,395. United States troops enter 
the Korean War. Ethel and Julius Rosenberg are given the death sentence after being 
convicted of conspiring to steal atomic secrets . The Atomic Energy Commission is 
authorized to produce the H-bomb. Dwight D. Eisenhower is elected president. The 
Korean conflict ends and Josef Stalin dies. The Supreme Court declares racial 
segregation in public schools unconstitutional. Senator Joseph McCarthy is censured 
by the United States Senate. President Eisenhower is re-elected and signs the first 
civil rights bill in 87 years. Soviet Sputnik I becomes the first man-made, orbiting 
satellite. The first atomic power plant in the nation goes on-line . National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is established and Alaska and Hawaii 
join the Union. Fidel Castro overthrows the government of Cuba. Soviet Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev visits Iowa. 

1950 

May, 1950 

1951 

April, 1951 

December, 1951 

January, 1953 

Fall, 1953 

December, 1953 

December, 1954 

1955 

February, 1955 

May, 1955 

Population of Des Moines totals 177,965. College of Com­
merce and Finance is renamed the College of Business Ad­
ministration. 

Enrollment for 1949-50 year at Drake is 7,170. 

Reserve Officers Training Corps is established on campus . 
Residence hall campaign passes $1 , 100,000. 

Drake teams win three first places at the Drake Relays . 

Drake withdraws from the Missouri Valley Conference 
because of Johnny Bright incident. It will re-enter the Val­
ley for other sports but conference football is not played 
until 1972. 

Bible College is renamed the Divinity School. 

Three residence halls are opened in new complex at 30th 
Street and Forest Avenue. Dining Hall begins service after 
semester break. 

Drake sells Salisbury House to the Iowa State Education 
Association for $200,000. 

Special committee of the Board of Trustees names the 
three new residence halls: Carpenter Hall, Crawford Hall 
and Stalnaker Hall . 

Eero Saarinen receives the First Honor A ward of the 
American Institute of Architects for his design of the Drake 
dormitory and dining hall complex. 

Medbury Hall is completed for the Divinity School. It is 
dedicated May 23-24, 1955. 

Hard-surfaced tennis courts are built at the west end of 
campus. 



NovemberS, 1955 

1956 

July 20,1956 

Fall,1957 

May 31, 1958 

1960-1969 

Oreon E. Scott Chapel is dedicated. 

Minnesota Hall, north of Carnegie Library , is remodeled 
into a faculty club. 

Carol Morris, junior in education, is named Miss Universe . 

Drake Bulldog is christened " Spike" at Homecoming. Last 
residence hall in quadrangle is completed and houses 200 
male students. It is named Herriott Hall in May, 1958. Two 
wings are added to Jewett Residence Hall. 

Residence hall cafeteria is named Hubbell Dining Hall. 

John F . Kennedy is elected president in the closest election since 1884. Alan B. 
Shepard becomes the first American astronaut to fly in space. The "Bay of Pigs" in­
vasion of Cuba fails and Marilyn Monroe dies of an overdose of drugs. The Berlin 
Wall is built by East Germany. U.S. Navy blockades Cuba to remove Soviet missile 
bases. President Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas and Vice President Lyndon John­
son assumes the presidency. Martin Luther King is awarded the Nobel Peace Prize . 
The Beatles come to America. Lyndon B. Johnson is elected president by an over­
whelming majority. Race riots erupt in Los Angeles and the Northeast has a major 
blackout. Richard Nixon is elected president. Martin Luther King and Robert F . 
Kennedy are assassinated. Neil Armstrong becomes first man to set foot on the 
moon. 

1960 

August, 1961 

Fall,1962 

September, 1962 

December, 1962 

1963 

February, 1964 

October 5, 1964 

April, 1965 

Population of Des Moines exceeds 200,000. 

Home for the Aged, built in 1900, is razed to create ad­
ditional campus. 

Present School of Journalism is created. Ross Residence 
Hall for married students is completed. Name of the 
Community College is changed to University College. 

Tuition is increased to $350 a semester. 

Home basketball games move downtown to Veterans 
Memorial Auditorium. 

Kirk Residence Hall is completed. 

First Specialist in Education degree is awarded. Bulldogs 
tie for the Missouri Valley championship in basketball. 

President Harmon dies. 

Meredith Hall is dedicated. 

Goodwin R esidence Hall under construc­
tion. 

Basketball moves to Veterans Memorial Audi­
torium. 

Spike -for real. 
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Jazz band do wntown during Relays 
Festival Week. 

/~J~~~ ~ 
~~~~~~-s:-- -Driveway painting jar Greek Week. 
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1966 

May, 1966 

Fall,1966 

October 28, 1966 

September, 1967 

June, 1968 

September, 1968 

November, 1968 

March,1969 

April,1969 

July 31, 1969 

1970-1981 

Addition to Hubbell Dining Hall more than doubles its 
capacity and five-story Goodwin Residence Hall provides 
housing for 381 male students. 

Full-time faculty totals 246 in 1965-66 and Drake reaches 
record total enrollment of7 .918. 

Major addition is completed to Cowles Library . 

Paul Frederick Sharp is inaugurated as Drake's eighth 
president. 

Tuition is $600 per semester. 

Divinity School is closed and Medbury Hall becomes the 
home ofthe School of Graduate Studies . 

Master of Business Administration degJ:ee program is 
initiated. 

Centennial Development Program. a $15 ,800,000 capital 
fund raising effort. is launched. 

Bulldogs finish third in the nation at the NCAA basketball 
playoffs in Louisville , Kentucky. Drake Stadium gets a tar­
tan track. 

The Point, an interim student center, opens. It becomes the 
Teacher Education Center in 1974. 

Chancellor's Elm is removed - a victim of Dutch Elm 
disease. 

National Guardsmen kill four students at Kent State University in Ohio. President 
Nixon wins second term in a landslide. Vietnam War is concluded and American 
troops return home. The 26th amendment lowers voting age to 18. Burglary trial 
begins Watergate scandal. Secretariat becomes the first horse in 25 years to win the 
Triple Crown. Vice President Spiro Agnew resigns and House minority leader Gerald 
Ford is his successor. President Nixon becomes first American president to resign 
from office. Vice President Ford assumes the presidency. Patricia Hearst is kid­
napped . United States celebrates its bicentennial. Mao Tse-Tung, leader of the 
Chinese Communist revolution, dies. Jimmy Carter is elected president. Trans­
Alaska pipeline is constructed. Pope Paul VI dies . He is followed by Pope John Paul I 
who dies in 34 days and is replaced by Pope John Paul II - the first Polish Pope . 
Camp David meeting sets framework for Israeli-Egypt peace agreement. Pope John 
Paul II comes to America and visits Des Moines. Iranian students capture 53 
Americans and hold them hostage in the United States embassy in Tehran . Recession 
hits the country and the prime interest rate reaches 20 percent . Mount St. Helens 
becomes the first active volcano in the contiguous United States since 1915. 



April,1970 

June 29, 1970 

October, 1970 

Apri121, 1971 

Apri129, 1971 

June 18, 1971 

January, 1972 

July 1, 1972 

September, 1972 

October 21,1972 

March,1973 

1974 

April,1974 

October31, 1974 

1975 

May 9,1975 

AprilLO, 1976 

December4, 1977 

Drake's Rick Wanamaker wins the NCAA, National AAU 
and Pan-American Games decathlon titles. 

Dynamite blast causes extensive damage to Harvey 
Ingham Hall of Science. 

Completion of the James M. Camp Press Box for the Drake 
Stadium. 

Dial Center for the Computer Sciences is completed. 

American Republic Student Health Center opens . 

President Sharp resigns to become president of the U niver­
sity of Oklahoma. 

Drake initiates its first doctoral degrees since the days of its 
medical school: the Doctor of the Arts (D.A.) in English 
and the Doctor of Education (Ed. D.) degree . 

Wilbur C. Miller becomes the ninth president of Drake 
University . 

Master of Public Administration degree is inaugurated . 

Fine Arts Center is opened. It will be named the Harmon 
Fine Arts Center in October, 1974. 

Drake purchases Farley's Super Market at 28th and Forest 
A venue. It becomes the Studio Arts Hall. 

Department of Women' s Intercollegiate Athletics is 
organized. 

Combined Master of Pharmacy/Business Administration 
degree is initiated. 

Recognition ceremonies open Olmsted Center - Drake's 
student and continuing education center. 

University College is renamed the College for Continuing 
Education. 

Olin Hall of Biological Science is formally opened . 

Cartwright Hall , new home of the Drake Law School , 
opens. Carnegie Hall , the former Law School building. is 
remodeled as a Law Library . 

Hill M. Bell Physical Education and Recreation Center 
opens. 

President and Mrs. Miller lead Relays Parade. 

Iowa Hall is razed -finally ' 

Delivering the Times-Delphic. 
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March,1979 

September, 1979 

May, 1980 

June, 1980 

August 26, 1980 

Fall,1980 

September 15, 1980 

October 17-18,1980 

April24-25, 1981 
Upshaw rebounds for Drake. 

May 7,1981 

May 16,1981 

Drake centennial medallion. 
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Drake places second at the National Women' s Invitational 
Basketball Tournament in Amarillo , Texas. 

276 full-time and 26 part-time faculty are employed during 
the school year. Tuition is $1,840 per semester. 

Enrollment for the 1979-80 school year totals 6,502. 

Drake garners three individual second places at the 
National Doubles and Singles Competition - Division II , 
AlA W Tennis Championships. 

Classes begin for Drake's centennial year. 

Second Century Fund, a comprehensive capital campaign, 
is undertaken. 

President's Convocation inaugurates Drake Centennial Ob­
servance. 

Centennial Homecoming. 

72nd Drake Relays . 

Founders Day recognizes Drake' s 100th anniversary. 

IOOth Commencement of Drake University. 



DRAKE ALMA MATER 
\Vords by 

nlMA J. SCOTT 'It. 
Musie by 

CLIFFORD BLOOllI '18. 
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With broad and firm foun _ da -
Thy loy - al chil-dren ev 
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tion, Our fa-thers built for Drake, With 
er, Through-out the na - tions wide, Wi 11 
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loy-al ven - e - ra - tion Our way to - day we take, To hon - or high our 
cease to bless thee nev ... er For rich -es mul- ti - plied, In grate-ful ad - 0 -

I 

• • r r r ~ ~~ ~ U~f ~~: $ ~ ~ . 
.. ~ ?J 4 

. 1':\ 

.. '--" -' Var- si - ty in all she strives to do, May fame and ",oealth at - tend her, Our 
ra - tion, their love wiIl bear a - new, A tit 11 and rich ob - la - tion, Dear 
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dear old White aud Blue, 
AI-ma lIIa- ter true, 

May fame and weaIthat - tend her, Our dear oldWhite aDd Blue. 
A full and rich ob - Ia. _ tion, Dear AI-rna. Ma. - ter true. 
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Any history of Drake University must acknowledge the excellent volumes 
compiled by former professors Blanchard and Ritchey: 

Charles Blanchard, History oj Drake University: Building Jor 
the Centuries. Des Moines: Drake University, 1931. 

Charles J. Ritchey , Drake University through 75 Years: 
1881-1956. Des Moines: Drake University, 1956. 

The manuscript for this pictorial history was written by Orin L. Dahl, vice 
president, institutional development , from 1970 until 1979. The 
preliminary manuscript and research was prepared by Linda Mason 
Hunter, former assistant director of university relations. 

Graphic elements and photographs were secured from the University ar­
chives , the Des Moines Register and Tribune Company and the Iowa 
State Historical Department, Division of Historical Museum and Ar­
chives. Privately held materials were provided by the following alumni: 
Louise M. Gaekle LA'20; James S. Leonardo LA'66; Wilbur A. Schultz 
B'50; C. A. Underwood D'23; and, Carolyn Gunn Wood LA ' 11. 

Special appreciation is extended to the staff of Cowles Library for assem­
bling archival materials and to the publications department of the Office of 
University Relations for art direction , design and photography. 

Published by the 
Office of University Relations 
Drake University 



This engaging pictorial history has been prepared on 
the occasion of the centennial of Drake University. 
The developments of that century are told through 
scores of historic photographs and an easily readable 
text. They let the reader experience the University's 
struggles and accomplishments. 

In Celebration of a Century: Drake University 
~ 1881-1981 is the story ofa short-lived college which 
becomes a full-fledged university - a recollection of 
the daring, sacrifice and commitment that produced 
Iowa's major private university. It is a look at the 
people and places of Drake. . 

The volume publishes for the first time a comprehen­
sive selection of photographs and documents which 
illustrate the flavor and personality of Drake U niver­
sity. The book is an unusual opportunity to share in 
Drake's centennial celebration. 

President Wilbur C. Miller 
Drake University 

~r=f!l~. 
18~~~81 

Centennial 
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