In-Class Exercise for FYS Library Session – Fall 2010

First, pair up with another person.

1.  What is your topic (in general)?_______________________

2. Do a search in the online catalog.  What term(s) did you use?

________________________________________________

3.  How many results did your search return?______________

4. What is one official subject heading(s) for your topic?

5. SEARCH on the Subject Heading.  How many results do you get?

6. Are the results of the Subject Search more useful than your original search term?  

Circle one:    YES         NO

7.  Go to SuperSearch and do a search of your topic.  What term(s)

did you use?_________________________________________

8.  How many results did your search return?_________________

9.  Choose one of the limiters discussed in class.  Which limiter did you

choose?  ______________________________________________

Did it narrow your search (if so, explain)?______________________________

10.  We discussed Boolean Searching in class (the use of AND, OR, NOT) to

refine your search.  Go the REFINE SEARCH link. Select “Boolean/Phrase”

then, construct a search using AND.  For example, if you are doing research

on “child abuse” you may want to focus in on child abuse in Iowa.  In this

example your search might be:  child abuse AND iowa.

What was your search using AND?________________________________

Did it narrow your topic? If yes, from how many results to how many results?____________________________________________________

